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     Spring has finally arrived. It has been a long but 
productive school year so far. There is a saying it is 
not over until the final school bell rings in June. That 
saying is true in the world of Education policy as 
well. The arenas of Education policy in Albany are 
very active as I write this article.  The NYS 
Education budget was passed with a 3.4 % 
increase of $912 million . This amount falls short of 
what the Education community and NYSED 
advocated for but is doubled what the Governor 
had originally proposed.  The budget includes $50 
million in Competitive grants. which include the 
areas of Prekindergarten Expansion, Empire State 
After School Program, Early College High Schools, 
Smart Start Computer Science Program, Breakfast 
After the Bell, and other grants. The NYSED had 
originally requested $25 in Career and Technical 
Education but did not receive any additional funding 
. The Budget also requires for the first time that 
school districts with more than 4 schools would be 
subject to a reporting requirement.  If a district 
receives more than 50%of their funding from state 
sources that funding is contingent upon submission 
of a complete plan demonstrating how state and 



local funds are spent at individual schools within the 
district.  This does well above and beyond the new 
transparent funding requirement of ESSA. This 
information will be required to be made public on 
the District’s website.  The NYS Teacher Loan 
Forgiveness Program was created ,Under the 
oversight of HESC, for certified teachers that are 
employed full time in a NYS elementary or 
secondary school. There are certain criteria that 
candidates must meet to be eligible.  New funding 
of a Teacher Diversity Pipeline Pilot was added to 
support efforts between school districts and 
institutions of higher education assist teacher aides 
in attaining the necessary educational and 
professional credentials to obtain teacher 
certification. Additional funding of $500,000 was 
provided fo Adult Literacy Education Aid.  The 
Enacted Budget provides an additional $10 million 
in state aid for Public Library Construction and an 
additional $1 million in Aid to Public Libraries. 

     The Legislature has also been busy with 
recommending changes to the Teacher and 
Principal Evaluation process ( APPR ) . This week 
new legislation has been proposed in both the 
Assembly and Senate to change the process. The 
legislation has not been discussed or voted upon in 
either chamber. The biggest changes so far are that 



state testing results would be optional and not 
mandatory when the evaluation process is 
negotiated at the local level. The use of growth 
scores would also be eliminated. Again the process 
of making it part of the law has only begun and only 
aspects of the evaluation process could be affected 
as well. 

      The outstanding work of our members will 
continue to have a positive impact on the students 
and staff they serve in these last few months of 
school year 2017/2018 as the work on Educational 
policy is continued to be fought in Albany.


