
A Busy, And Likely Dramatic Year On Deck In Albany 
By Peter McNally 
  
I would like to wish everyone a very happy, healthy and successful New Year.  
The coming year will be another challenging one in Albany. First, we will have to fight 
hard for education funding and initiatives in the state budget. The governor will present 
his proposed budget in January followed by the legislature’s proposed budget after it 
conducts hearings. In February and March, we and the other stakeholders will push for 
the best scenario for public education. In particular, we will lobby for funding for 
professional development of school leaders. 
The budget deadline is April 1, and hopefully the governor and legislature can agree on 
a budget by then. 
Once the budget has been approved, the legislature will focus on other issues such as 
the cap on charter schools, mayoral control, and possibly legislation on principal/teacher 
evaluations. There is presently a moratorium on the use of New York State 
standardized test scores from grades 3 through 8 for the 50-percent requirement of a 
principal’s or teacher’s evaluation. The moratorium is scheduled to end in June, 2019, 
but it is expected that the NYS Board of Regents and NYSED will ask that it be 
extended another year. The law still requires fifty percent of student test scores to be 
determined by each school district and their collective bargaining units. 
 
NYSED Commissioner MaryEllen Elia has organized an Annual Professional 
Performance Review (APPR) Task Force that consists of two major committees, each 
consisting of sixty representatives of various stakeholder groups such as teachers, 
school boards, and superintendents. NYSFSA, the Buffalo Council of School 
Administrators, CSA and the Yonkers Council of Administrators have representatives on 
both committees. Each committee will meet in Albany for full-day sessions and on 
webinars. One committee is entitled Assessments and the other is Evaluations. The 
Evaluations committee has met once for a full-day session in Albany and focused on the 
benefits and deficits of the present APPR process. It also began discussion of what 
should be changed, a difficult discussion since the NYSED Task Force can only make 
recommendations to the Board of Regents, which in turn can only make 
recommendations for changes in the law. The governor and the state legislature 
would have to agree to the recommendations and then pass a new law. The APPR law 
has been changed every year since it was first enacted in 2010. The readers of this 
column fully understand that the education system is a very complicated system and 
that a one-size-fits-all evaluation system has not worked fairly and equitably. Hopefully, 
with the input of the various stakeholder groups, a better, more comprehensive 
evaluation system can be recommended and made into law. 
The Assessment committee has had a webinar conference call and tried to establish a 
common assessment language and a review of the various types of assessments. 
NYSFSA, BCSA, CSA and YCA representatives will be conferencing between the 
NYSED committee meetings so that we can have a strong, unified voice in this process. 
 



Another important upcoming event will be the selection of four Board of Regents 
positions. These positions are to be filled by April 1. It is expected that the four 
incumbents, Dr. Christine Cea (Staten Island), Dr. James E. Cottrell, (at large, New 
York City), Honorable Josephine Finn, (Hudson Valley and Albany ), and Wade 
Norwood (at large, Rochester ) will request to be reappointed for another five year term. 
The positions have been posted and interviews will be conducted by the education 
committees of the Assembly and Senate in February. The vote, in a joint session of the 
Senate and Assembly, takes place during the first week of March. 
As always, NYSFSA will be involved in all of these activities and many more to 
advocate for school leaders and Public Education. 
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